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2024 KENNETH E. MCNARY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

 

The Kenneth E. Mc Nary Achievement Award was initiated in February 1990 following the 

celebration and recognition of Ken McNary’s extraordinary achievement of 60 years of active 

service to the Elsmere Fire Co. A, Inc.  Ken passed away on July 9, 2006 after serving a 

spectacular 73 years of active service with the Elsmere Fire Company. 

The award was developed by the Recruitment and Retention Committee comprised of six 

members representing various areas of responsibility within the Fire District and Fire Company.  

This committee established the criteria and level of dedication and accomplishment which 

should be considered in the determination of future award recipients.  Today, the committee 

members still represent the different areas of responsibility and come from diverse 

backgrounds.    

Generally, the award is presented annually to an individual whose performance best 

exemplifies the characteristics of Dedication, Professionalism, and Concern for fellow 

firefighters as well as maintaining the spirit of the Elsmere Fire Company by exhibiting a high 

level of commitment to the Fire Company and Community involvement. 

Tonight’s recipient has been with us a relatively short time as compared to the average tenure 

of our members.  He came to us very well prepared and hit the ground running.  In a very short 

time he became involved in many areas of our operations –  actively participating during 

meetings, on committees, and frequently sharing his extensive experiences during our training 

sessions and at publicly facing fire prevention details.  Additionally, he quickly became one of 

our apparatus drivers. 

This year’s recipient of the Ken McNary Achievement Award is Firefighter William “Bill” Collins.   

He was elected to our membership on July, 29 2021 after serving 7 years with the Selkirk Fire 

Department where he started on August 1, 2013.  Over ten years in the Town of Bethlehem Fire 

Service.  He came to us with an extensive training portfolio which included Firefighter 1, 

Firefighter 2, Fire Police Course, Accident Vehicle Extrication, Wildland Firefighting, Water 

Rescue, Hazmat Operations, and Pump Operations to mention a few.   While serving with the 

Selkirk Fire Department he was elected to the position of Vice President for 4 terms and a 1 

year term as President. 

While with us, he has served as an Explorer Post Advisor to our potential Firefighters ages 14 to 

17.  You may have witnessed his willingness to jump right in and instruct a firefighting topic to 



our Explorers as well as our new Firefighters.  One of the Explorers parents recently asked if Bill 

was an Eagle Scout! 

In coming to our agency Bill brought one of his passions, supporting the Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation.  He has successfully lead our team in two Capital District Cystic Fibrosis stair climbs.  

One of which caused us to be recognized by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Staff.   This resulted 

in a special presentation to visit the Elsmere Fire Company to thank us for participating in the 

2023 CF Climb, and raising almost $4,000 towards a cure. 

Driving fire apparatus, training firefighters, as well as potential firefighters, working with the 

public, serving on committees, and responding to emergencies, Firefighter Collins is a true 

pleasure to work alongside.  As you can see, in a very short period of time Firefighter Collins has 

become a very valuable contributor in many different areas to our agency while still protecting 

the residents of the Town of Bethlehem.  No matter what Bill does he does it with high energy, 

completeness, and professionalism.     

Let us congratulate Firefighter William “Bill” Collins as the 2024 KENNETH E. MCNARY 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD recipient! 

 


