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NEW LAWS PROVIDE FOR GREATER
FIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTABILITY

m  In 2006, the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York joined together with its
firematic partners the Firemen’s Association of the State of New York and the New York
State Association of Fire Chiefs to craft legislation to provide increased transparency and
accountability for volunteer Fire Companies and Districts. The legislation passed and
became part of Town Law.

m  In 2011, the NYS Legislature passed, and Governor Cuomo signed into law a Two-
Percent Property Tax Cap.
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Budget Categories

=  Transfers to Capital Reserves
= Administration

=  Apparatus

=  Buildings/Grounds

= Equipment

=  Fixed Obligations

= Health & Safety

= |nsurance

= Radio and Signal

= Training

= Equipment Sales

= (Cascade System Maintenance Fees
"= |nterest

= 2% Income

= TaxRevenue

= Insurance Dividends

=  Transfers from Capital Reserves
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Capital Reserves

= The Capital Reserves category includes
expenses for contributions to be made
to the Fire District’s Capital Reserve Funds.

= These reserves were established to allow the
Fire District to budget and save for large
expenses that are non-recurring on an annual
basis.

= Thereserve funds allow these expenses to be met
at the appropriate time without large

unacceptable fluctuations in the District’s budget.
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Capital Reserves

= Building Alterations Reserve

Established to allow the District to fund
replacements, improvements or additions
to the Fire District’s physical plant as
necessary, without catastrophic impact
on the annual operating budget.

Reserve Fund Balance as of 9/30/2019 is $116,100.

By law, expenditures from this fund are subject to a
permissive referendum.
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Capital Reserves

= Apparatus/Equipment Replacement Reserve

Established to allow the District to fund replacement

of the District’s first line fire apparatus and other
Firefighting equipment and vehicles at forecasted intervals
without incurring expensive financing costs which

can significantly impact the annual operating

budget.

Reserve Fund Balance as of 9/30/2019 is $ 91,938.

For instance, this fund will allow for replacement of
SCBA in 2020.

By law, expenditures from this fund are subject to permissive
referendum.
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Capital Reserves

= Emergency Repair Reserve

Established to allow the District to fund
unexpected, emergency repairs to the
District’s firefighting apparatus and
equipment which may be too expensive to be
funded from the annual operating budget.

Reserve Fund Balance as of 9/30/2019 is $ 24,203.

By law, expenditures from this fund are not subject
to referendum, but must be replenished by the end of the
second fiscal year following such expenditure.
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Capital Reserves

Capital Reserve Expenditures

(Transfers to Capital Reserves)

= Building Alterations Reserve $ 40,000.
= Apparatus/Equipment Replacement Reserve $203,583.
= Emergency Repair Reserve $ 0.
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Elsmere Fire District

Administration

The Administration category includes expenses for the
cost of service contracts, dress uniforms, computer
network and network administration, planning
initiatives, payroll, office supplies, legal fees,
apparatus inspection dinner, postage recruitment &
retention and annual audit fees.
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Elsmere Fire District

Administration

Administration Line Item Expenditures:

Service Contracts

Fire Co. & Uniforms

Computer Network/Network Admin
Mechanic

Office Supplies

Legal Fees

Payroll Administration

Company FICA

Company Medicare FICA

Inspection Expenses

Deputy Fire District Secretary
Administrator/Secretary-Treasurer
Quartermaster/Director of Purchasing
Employee Travel Expenses

Postage

Planning

Audit Fees

2% Funds Transfer to Fire Company
Custodians Wages

Recruitment & Retention

$1,000.
$4,800.
$10,450.
$6,100.
$1,700.
$15,000.
$1,800.
$3,816.
$892.
$13,000.
$6,000.
$30,050.
$15,000.
$100.
$1,700.
$2,100.
$11,500.
$19,800.
$4,500.
$1,000.
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Elsmere Fire District

Apparatus

The Apparatus category includes expenses for the cost
of maintaining the Fire District’s vehicles including
normal repairs, maintenance and fuel.
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= Engine 10-21

= Engine 10-22

= Engine 10-23

=  Truck 10-70

= Mervio-58

= Engine 34

= Mervio-59

= Mervio-56

=  Chiefs’ Vehicles
=  Fuel

Elsmere Fire District

=  Apparatus Misc.

Apparatus

Apparatus Line Item Expenditures:

$600.
$6,000.
$7,000.
$3,500.
$7,000.
$600.
$5,000.
$2,000.
$300
$6,000.
$7,000.
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Elsmere Fire District

Buildings & Grounds

The Buildings & Grounds category includes expenses
for the cost of maintaining the Fire District’s buildings
and grounds including normal repairs, maintenance,
heat, electric and telephone, and contracted janitorial
services.
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Elsmere Fire District

Buildings & Grounds

Buildings/Grounds Line Item
Expenditures:

Building Improvements
% 15 West Poplar Drive
% 578 Feura Bush Road

Building Operations

Janitorial Fee (non-employee)
Heat

Electric

Telephone

Service Contracts

$31,600.
$4,600.

$ 35,700.
$ 15,000.
$ 9,000.
$ 20,000.
$ 2,400.
$ 11,730.
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Elsmere Fire District

Equipment

The Equipment category includes expenses for the cost
of maintaining and purchasing firefighting tools,
generators, protective clothing, self contained
breathing apparatus, ladders, saws, and other
firefighting equipment.
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Elsmere Fire District

Equipment

Equipment Line Item Expenditures:

Equipment/Tools/Repairs
Fixed Generators
Portable Generators
Turnout Gear

SCBA

Hose

Extinguishers
Foam/Agents

Haz Mat Equipment
Ladders

Portable Pumps
Power Saws

Misc. Supplies

Gas Meters/Supplies
Cascade System

$10,000.
$1,000.
$1,500.
$26,200.
$4,000.
$3,000.
$600.
$0.

$0.
$1,000.
$0.
$2,600.
$0.
$200.
$2,500.
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Fixed Obligations

The Fixed Obligations category includes expenses for
the cost of repaying the bond (principle and interest)
used to finance the construction of the Elsmere Fire
South Station on Feura Bush Road in 2018/2019, and
to pay for the Length of Service Awards Program for
Elsmere firefighters approved by District residents in

1994.
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Fixed Obligations

= Building Bond Interest $38,540.
= Building Bond Principle $53,245.
= Service Awards (LOSAP) $50, 500.
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Fixed Obligations Line Item Expenditures:
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Health & Safety

= The Health & Safety category includes expenses for
the cost of annual firefighter physicals, membership
for active firefighters in a local physical fitness
program, and safety related equipment.

Elsmere Fire District October 17, 2019 20




Health & Safety

Health & Safety Line Item Expenditures:

= Health/Safety Miscellaneous $0.

= Firefighter Physicals $16,625.
= Safety Equipment $200.

= Physical Fitness $1,200.
= EMS Equipment $500.
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Insurance

= The Insurance category includes expenses for the cost
of mandatory Volunteer Firefighters Benefit Law
(VFBL) and Workers' Compensation insurance, in
addition to the necessary levels of property and
liability Insurance that the Fire District must carry.
Also included are Group Term Life Insurance Premiums
for policies covering Elsmere Firefighters and
Employees, and state mandated Presumptive Cancer
Insurance coverage.
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Insurance

Insurance Line Item Expenditures:

= VFBL Insurance (and fees) $82,500.
= Workers Comp. Insurance (and fees) $1,100.
= Group Term Life Insurance $33,200.
= Presumptive Cancer Insurance $6,700.
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=  Property and Liability $40,000.
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Radio & Signal

The Radio/Signal category includes expenses for the
cost of maintaining the fire emergency alerting
system and radio communications system, and the
purchase/programming of related equipment.
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= Radio & Signal Misc.

= Base Radio Equipment

= Base Repair

= Mobile Radio Equipment

=  Mobile Radio Repair

= Portable Radio Equipment
= Portable Radio Repair

=  Minitor Equipment

=  Minitor Repair

Elsmere Fire District

Radio & Signal

Radio & Signal Line Item Expenditures:

$1,085.
$0.

$0.

$0.

$0.
$30,500.
$0.
$4,500.
$500.
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Training

The Training category includes expenses for
the cost of attending approved seminars and
meetings, payment of dues to fire service
organizations, subscriptions to fire service
publications, training materials, fire
prevention and special programs, records
management and rental of the municipal fire
training facility.
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Training

Training Line Item Expenditures:

= Training Misc. $1,300.
= Seminars/Meetings $3,000.
=  Dues/Subscriptions $1,600.
= Travel Expenses $10,000.
=  Contractual $0.

=  Audio/Visual $0.

= Training Equipment $0.

=  Fire Prevention $3,000.
= Special Projects $0.

=  FireTraining Center $7,000.
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Income

The Income category includes anticipated income from
tax revenue, bank interest, cascade system

maintenance fees, insurance dividends, and other
items of income.
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Elsmere Fire District

Income Line

Equipment Sales

Tax Revenue
Gifts/Donations
Interest Income
Federal/State Aid

2% Income

Budget Notes/Bonds
Fire Protection Income
Grants

Bid Bond Income
Insurance Settlements
Insurance Dividends
Cascade System Fees
Transfers in from Capital Reserves

Items

$0.
$960,317.
$0.
$1,000.
$0.
$19,800.
$0.

$0.

$0.

$0.

$0.
$24,600.
$2,500.
$0.
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Elsmere Fire District

Income vs. Expense

INCOME TOTAL

$1,008,217

October 17, 2019
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Worksheet B - Statutory Spending Limit Exclusions

Payments For Water Supply

Payments For Fire Protection/Ambulance Service

Lease Payments For Water Supply

Principal & Interest: Bonds, BANs, Capital & Budget Notes

Interest On Tax Anticipation Notes

Compensation Of Paid District Officers And Employees *

State Retirement System Contributions

County Workers Comp Self-Insurance Plan Payments
Premiums/Payments For VFBL and Workers Compensation
Payments For Service Award Program

Cost Of Blanket Accident Insurance

Care & Treatment Of Injured Paid Firefighters

Contributions To Social Security

Principal & Interest: Tax Anticipation Notes Of New Fire District
Payment Of Compromised Claims & Judgments

Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance Payments

Monetary Awards Pursuant To Subdivision 31, Section 176 Town Law
Cost Of Fuel For Emergency Vehicles

Cost Of Independent District Audit (excl. LOSAP Audit)
Appropriations To/Expenditures From Reserve Funds

Payments For Unemployment Insurance For Paid Officers/Employees
Amount Received From Fire Protection/Ambulance Contracts
Proceeds Of Gifts

Use Of Insurance Proceeds

Cost of Insurance Required for Enhanced Cancer Disability Benefit

Total Statutory Exclusions

* Includes Administrator, Mechanic, Deputy Secretary, Secretary,
Treasurer, Quartermaster/Dir of Purchasing, and Custodial Employees

Computation of Statutory Spending Limit Exclusions

October 17, 2019

$0

$0

$0
$38,540
$0
$61,550
$0

$0
$83,600
$39,500
$3,100
$0
$4,708
$0

$0
$11,125
$0
$7,000
$9,000
$243,583
$0

$0

$0

$0
$6,700
$508,406



Computation of Statutory Spending Limit

Worksheet A — Computation of Statutory Spending Limit

Assessed Valuation (Fiscal Year 2018) *

Equalization Rate % (2018) *

Total Full Valuation (2018) *

Less: First $1,000,000 Full Valuation

Excess Over First $1,000,000

Expenditures Allowed On Excess Over $1,000,000
Expenditures Allowed On Amount Less Than $1,000,000
Statutory Exclusions

Spending Authorized By Voters in
Excess of Statutory Spending
Limit

Sum of Statutory Limit, Exclusions, Referendum Approvals

Less Appropriations (2020 Prelim)

Statutory Spending Limitation Margin (2020)

* Must Be Calculated For Each Town Where Fire District Collects Tax Revenues

Elsmere Fire District
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$958,593,559
95.00%
$1,009,045,852
$1,000,000
$1,008,045,852
$1,008,046
$2,000
$508,406

$0
$1,518,452
$1,008,217

$510,235
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Computation of 2% Tax Levy Limit

Tax Levy Limit Before Adjustments and Exclusions

1. Total Real Property Tax Levy for Fiscal Year
Ending (FYE) 12/31/2019

2. Tax Base Growth Factor, if any (Elsmere Fire District)
3. PILOTS receivable in FYE 12/31/2019

4. Allowable Levy Growth Factor

5. PILOTS receivable in FYE 12/31/2020

6. Available Carryover from FYE 12/31/2019

Tax Levy Limit Before Adjustments and Exclusions

6. Costs/Savings from transfer of local government function(s) (as determined by OSC)

7. Tax Levy necessary for expenditures resulting from court orders/judgments resulting from
court actions

8. Tax levy necessary for pension contribution expenditures caused by growth in the system
average actuarial contribution rate in excess of 2 percentage points

a. State and Local Employees’ Retirement System (ERS)
b. Police and Fire Retirement System (PFRS)
c. Teachers’ Retirement System (TRS)

Tax Levy Limit Adjusted For Transfers/Exclusions

9. 2020 Proposed Tax Levy

10. Difference Between Tax Levy Limit (w/Exclusions) and Proposed Tax Levy
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$935,593
1.0063
$0
1.0200
$0

$0

$960,317

$0

$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$960,317
$960,317
$0
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Summary

Tax Revenue:
Tax Revenue $ Increase:

Tax Revenue % Increase:

Budget:
Budget Increase/Decrease:

Budget % Increase/Decrease:

Projected Tax Rate per $1,000 AV:

Projected Tax Rate per $1,000 AV Increase:

$960,317
+$24,724
+2.64%

$1,008,217
-$168,876
-14.35%

$.98949543

$0.013489498
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ELSMERE FIRE DISTRICT

End of
2020 Budget

Presentation
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